
 Unit 4, Week 1 Reading Test — Friday, November 21, 2025
 Students will take their Week 1 reading assessment covering main 
topic, key details, and long vowel patterns with silent e.

 Unit 5 Math Test — Wednesday, November 19, 2025
 Students will complete their Unit 5 math assessment, reviewing 
addition and subtraction strategies, fact families, and finding unknown 
numbers.

 School Spirit Day — Friday, November 21, 2025
 Show your Dexter pride by wearing school colors or spirit shirts!

 Thanksgiving Break – No School — November 24–28, 2025

THE WEEK OF Nov 17-21

Dear Parents and Families,

Thank you for all that you do to support your child’s learning and growth.  Your 
encouragement and at-home practice make a tremendous difference, and we are truly 
grateful. As we prepare for Thanksgiving next week, I want to wish each of you a restful 
and joyful holiday with your families. I hope your week is filled with good food, warm 
laughter, and moments of gratitude.  Thanksgiving joke: Why did the turkey join 
the band? Because it had the drumsticks! 

 Reading We are beginning Benchmark Unit 4 – Week 1: Weather and Seasons. 
Students will ask and answer questions about key details and use text features to gather 
information. Phonics: long vowel patterns with silent e (a_e, i_e, o_e, u_e). Focus Words: 
late, ride, hope, tape, kite, cube. High-Frequency Words: some, could, than, then.

 Writing Students are writing informational sentences about different types of 
weather. They will use transition words (first, next, last) and practice strong endings with 
correct punctuation.

 Math We are starting Unit 6: Shapes and Solids. Students are learning to identify and 
describe 2D and 3D shapes, explore shape attributes (sides, vertices, faces), and build new 
shapes using smaller parts. Daily exit tickets will help us monitor understanding.

 Science Students are moving into Sound & Light – Investigation 1, Part 2: Identifying 
Sounds. They will explore different sound sources, compare sound properties, and learn 
how our ears help us identify sounds even when we cannot see the object.

Thank you again for your continued support. I hope you and your family have a wonderful 
Thanksgiving break! 

 Warmly, 1st Grade Teachers

NOTES

 Reading
 We will begin Benchmark Advance Unit 4 – Week 1: Weather and Seasons. Students 
will ask and answer questions about key details (RI.1.1, RI.1.2), use text features to locate 
information (RI.1.5), and explore how weather affects our daily lives (SL.1.1b, SL.1.2).
Phonics Focus: Consonant digraphs – sh, ch, th, wh.
Focus Words: ship, shop, thin, thick, chat, when.
High-Frequency Words: some, could, than, then.

 Writing
 Students will write informative/explanatory sentences about different types of weather 
and how people prepare for them. They will name the topic, supply facts, use transition 
words (first, next, last), and strengthen conclusions while applying correct punctuation 
and capitalization.

 Math
 We will begin Reveal Math Unit 6 – Shapes and Solids.
 This week’s pacing:
 Monday & Tuesday: Unit 5 Review – Addition and subtraction strategies, fact families, 
and finding unknown numbers
Wednesday: Unit 5 Math Test 
Thursday (6.1): Important features of 2D shapes
Friday (6.2): Shape attributes that do not change the shape

 Science
 We will move on to FOSS Sound & Light – Investigation 1, Part 2: Identifying Sounds.
 Students will explore “What kinds of sounds are easy to identify?” They will listen 
closely to different sound sources, compare sound properties (loud/soft, high/low), and 
work with sound cards to match sounds to objects.
 Students will also discuss how our ears act as sound receivers, helping us identify a 
sound even when we cannot see the source.
 
DoDEA Standard: 1-PS4-1 – Vibrating materials make sound, and sound can make 
materials vibrate.

 Library Reminder
 Mrs. Forte’s Class: Tuesday · 9:00–9:30 AM  Mr. Twilley’s Class: Thursday · 9:00–9:30 AM

ELA 
  I can ask and answer questions about key details in an informational text about 
weather and seasons.
  I can use text features (headings, pictures, diagrams) to help me understand 
information in a text.
  I can read and spell long vowel words with silent e (a_e, i_e, o_e, u_e).
  I can use high-frequency words — some, could, than, then — in my reading and 
writing.

Math 
  I can identify and describe the attributes of 2D shapes such as sides and vertices.
  I can combine smaller shapes to create new shapes.
  I can identify 3D shapes and describe their faces, edges, and vertices.
  I can show my thinking on Unit 6 math problems using drawings, models, and shape-
building activities.

Science 
  I can identify different kinds of sounds and explain which ones are easy to 
recognize.
  I can describe how sound travels from a sound source to a sound receiver (our ears).
  I can compare sounds and describe how they are alike or different.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Karmarryo Twilley: karmarryo.twilley@dodea.edu
Ronica Forte: ronica.forte@dodea.edu

https://dexteres.dodea.edu/

CONTACT US!
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GrADE 1 NEWS



GrADE 1 NEWS

SOAR Chart Guidelines 

Please keep your child’s SOAR Chart in their yellow folder and make sure it is 
returned to school every day.

Students must earn all 4 letters in S.O.A.R. each day of the week to receive a 
special surprise on Friday.

Your child is responsible for keeping track of their SOAR chart. If a letter is lost, it will 
be noted for that day. One warning will be given before a letter is removed. 

The SOAR Chart must be in your child’s folder every Friday. If all letters have been 
earned for the week, your child will get to choose a prize from the treasure chest! 

Thank you for your support! 

 Phonics & Word Study 
Focus

Digraphs (sh, ch, th, wh)

High-Frequency Words
 some • could • than • then

Focus Words
 ship • shop • thin • chat • 

when • thick

NOTES & rEMINDErS
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HOMEWOrK

Soar Expectations for 1st Grade

To support your child’s learning at home, please make sure he or she  reads every day, 
practices sight words regularly, and reviews homework before returning it to school. These 

small steps help build strong reading and thinking habits. You can also support math 
development  by working together on weekly assignments and talking about what your child 

is learning each day. These conversations keep your child engaged and excited about 
school 

Please remember to check your child's folder daily  for important notes, homework, and 
school updates. If there is a change in your child’s transportation plans, be sure to send a 

written note that morning .
Your child also has access to several learning programs from home, including Benchmark 

Advance (for ELA), ConnectED – Reveal Math (for Math), ThinkLink (for Science), and TCI (for 
Social Studies). If you have any questions about how to log in or use these platforms, please 

feel free to reach out to your child’s teacher for support .


